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[I,  Carlos  Jose  Eequeira,  widower  of  $1  years  of  age,  of  Portuguese 
nationality  and  born  in  Kcngko if  having  been  duly  sworn,  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement; 

protec'.  xr  zr:i  ci'iiv. a. it  nr  ir.jH'CA 

a)  The  village  of  Liquica,  about  a  square  mile,  v.es  chosen  to  be  the 
protection  zone.  AJL  the  re  .mining  families  that  did  not  abandon  3AUGAU 
on  the  14th  November  1942,  v.her.  the  Japanese  invade that  village,  were 
transferred  by  the  Portuguese  beet  CICUSSI,  under  Joy  a  nose  control,  on  the 
night  of  loth  to  17th  No verier  1942,  and  m  the  night  of  the  20th  No verier 
1942,  to  LIQJJICA,  except  the  Governor's  family  and  sore  officials  who  were 
taken  to  Dili  by  Japanese  trucks,  to  join  His  Excellency  the  Governor  at 
the  Gaernnent's  House  there*  Almrst  everything  that,  one  poSreses  had 
to  be  left  behind,  because  orders  v/ere  to  the  effect  that  no  one  was  to 
bring  more  than  that  which  is  considered  indispensable. 

b\  GEITDAI  COM  IT  I  M 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Liquica  we  were  given  accomodations  by  the 
Chefe  do  Pcs  to  of  Liquica  but  as  the  nur.icr  of  houses  was  limited, 
several  families  had  to  be  put  into  one  house  like  sardines  in  tins,  and 
family  peace  was  thus  destroyed.  For  about  eight  months,  life  went  on 
like  this,  and  during  this  period,  it  seems  that  the  Japanese  were  try¬ 
ing  to  rake  friends  with  evcryc no  by  allowing  soldiers  to  pay  frequent 
visits  to  some  houses,  and  mingles  with  its  inmates,  in  a  most  friendly 
manner,  but  after  this  period,  conditions  started  to  change,  and  in  a 
most  methodical  way,  and  in  July  1943*  all  the  radio  sets  were  taken 
away,  ail  rifles  and  ammunitions  wore  ordered  to  be  handed  ever;  nobody 
was  allowed  to  keep  out  of  the  house  after  8  p.m. ;  parties  of  from  2  to 
6  Japanese  soldiers  made  constant  search  for  compromising  ofjects,  follow¬ 
ed  by  ill  treatment  of  the  community,  and  prohibition  of  the  natives  to 
be  in  contact  with  us.  Prices  of  food  began  to  ri3e,  end  as  it  go  on 
rising,  natives  were  net  allowed  to  sell  to  the  Portuguese  anything, 
and  the  weekly  markets  began  to  be  controlled  by  the  police,  and  only 
what  was  left  after  they  have  bought  the  best,  and  the  best  part  of  the 
whole,  the  remainder  could  be  bought  by  the  famine  crowd.  Finally  even 
this  mode  of  buying  was  token  away  from  us.  *..'e  had  to  go  weekly  to  the 
Government's  Cantina  to  receive  a  meagre  supply  of  food  and  the  Cantina 
itself  is  being  controlled  by  them.  By  the  beginning  of  1944*  £ll  the 
families  living  in  MLUB.JIRA  received  orders  to  move  to  liquica.  Old  men, 
women  and  children,  had  to  make  the  jeurney  some  15  miles  on  foot  escort¬ 
ed  by  one  mounted  Japanese  guard  and  several  natives  all  armed.  Jf 
lodgings  in  Liquica  were  already  a  necessity,  with  the  influx  of  the  new 
comers,  things  became  worse.  Servants  were  then  taken  into  custody  under 
all  pretext  and  severely  beaten  for  almost  no  fault,  and  many  were  afraid 
to  return  to  work.  Every  now  ancl  then  water  supply  were  cut  away  and  the 
excuse  was  that  something  was  wrong  with  the  pipes,  when  these  are  connect¬ 
ed  to  the  sup: ly  tank,  next  to  their  Headquarters. 

FCCD  dUI  PLY 

As  aforesaid,  not  much  more  is  to  be  added,  except  that  natives  were 
not  allowed  to  go  to  liquica.  to  sell,  and  even  the  few  remaining  families 
who  lived  in  the  suburb,  are  not  allowed  to  sell  to  the  Portuguese. 

The  rationed  food  received  at  the  Cantina  is  so  small  in  quantity,  that 
it  is  not  worth  mentioning,  llo  oil  or  fat  was  distributed,  no  sugar 
except  about  200  grams  once  in  6  to  10  months  time,  and  for  vegetables 
we  were  given  rotten  potetoe  and  yam  roots.  V.e  also  received  7ild  beans 
and  wild  mandioc.  Many  had  stomach  troubles  end  some  eventually  died  of 
poiscnec.  beans.  Everybody  was  down  in  health  and  weigh  several  stones 
less,  I  for  instance*  was  weighing  £5  kilos  when  I  first  arrived  in 
Liquica,  was  weighing  49  kilos  in  194-5*  Many  died  of  insufficiency  of 
food,  and  had  the  condition  lasted  for  six  months  more,  I  do  not  think 
there  will  have  been  many  left  to-day  to  tell  this  story. 

I HELICAL  SUrrLTEE  AND  ATTENTION 

Not  much  has  been  done  in  this  respect,  for,  although  we  had  a 
doctor  and  several  male  nurses  in  the  comp,  thsre  were  no  medical 
supplies  to  cope  with  the  exigencies.  Nearly  everyone  had  a  sore  or 
a  complaint.  The  majority  had  swollen  feet  and  some  even  swollen 
faces  and  more .  Malaria  was  almost  a  general  case,  so  was  general 
weakness,  from  want  of  fcodTJ 
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l.g:  of  ronmcmo 

e  were  living  actually  without  cny  cute  ids  news  .  No  natives 
were  allowed  tc  approach  our  or V?e  ’o  not  kn^w  what  was  passing 
around  us  outside  the  barbed  wirec  and  anything  that  wc  happen  to 
hear  were  news  given  to  corneone  on  purpose  by  the  Felice,  that  the 
allies  were  losing,  which  of  course,  only  the  i 3:1.0 rants  believed. 

•„al  it  r  1 i; nl  from  aid  attack  ? 

Yes  up  to  a  certain  period,  but  \vvhen  the  Japanese  tried  to 
induce  passing-by  planes  to  ettack  the  camp,  we  were  tuen  left  liable 
for  air  attack.  I  say  this  because  when  the  Liquica  Hospital  was 
nachine  gunned  by  some  10  planes,  this  incident  was  the  result  of  the 
Japanese  having  treacherously  opened  fire  from  a  spot  between  the 
Hospital  and  their  High  Command  on  a  squadron  of  planes  which  were  flying 
North,  and  these  planes  located  the  fire,  wade  a  half  turn,  and  started 
r.B chine  gunning  a  limited  area,  about,  and  including  the  Hospital,  but 
when  the  women  and  children  who  we  re  hidden  in  the  building  could  not 
stand  any  more  the  attack,  and  resolved  to  get  out  of  the  building, 
risking  their  lives,  the  pilots  must  have  spotted  then,  for  they 
immediately  ceased  fire  and  flew  away,  not  without  tilling  the  very 
Japanese  who  opened  fire  from,  a  machine  gun.  (J  got  this  information 
from  somebody  whose  none  I  do  not  recollect  now:  The  male  nurse  LUIZ 
LD.TPS  was  called  to  the  Japanese  Headquarters  to  treat  a  wounded 
Japanese  immediately  after  the  attack.)  Ixcept  for  a  few  slight  scrat¬ 
ches  from  broken  splinters,  nobody  was  seriously  hurt  at  the  Hospital. \ 

-J 

ATTIHE..NC5  AT  KEJ  TGICUl  STEVTCrT 

This  was  normal  except  for  a  few  sarcastic  remarks  thrown  now 
and  then  to  church  goers  by  Japanese  guards,  no  interference  was  made 
on  the  part  of  the  Japanese. 


&.KITAKY  ,dX  ARUUGU  'EITd 

Nothing  was  done  in  this  respect  by  the  Japanese  and.  everything 
was  left  to  nature. 


I  OR  CLP  LiJiC  JH 


Directly  against  the  internees  no  labour  was  forced,  but  by 
punishing  severely  the  servants  as  stated  above,  many  families  were 
left  without  help  and  had  to  do  their  water  carting  and  fetching  of 

firewoods  etc.  In  another  word,  forced  labour  was  indirectly  forced 
on  the  internees. 


POKTUGUIII  idlD  J.JAIITAE  CFhKENCY 

Portuguese  currency  was  the  only  currency  used  at  'the  beginning 
but  as  the  Japanese  started  on  propaganda  in  the  interior  depre¬ 
ciating  the  value  cf  this  currency,  natives  started  to  refuse  accept¬ 
ing  Portuguese  money  and  slowly,  everything  was  paid  in  Japanese  Guldens, 
onlj  ,74-th  a  very  few  exceptions,  Portuguese  money  could  be  made  use  of. 
Jbroi.i  informations  rcceivec  after  the  v/ar,  very  active  propaganda  did 
take  place  at  the  weekly  r.^rkets  in  the  interior  of  the  Colony  and  to 
how  anCl  ccnvmce  the  natives  that  Portuguese  money  was  of  no*  value, 
officers  in  concluding  their  public  speeches,  use  to  burn  some  notes, 
and  offer  to  exchange  to  the  natives  Japanese  notes  for  Portuguese 
notes  which  the  natives  immediately  decided  to  do. 


ANY  ANTI -All  HD  PROPAGANDA 

Yes,  of  every  kind.  Only  the  natives,  the  ignorant  ones  of  course, 
would  believed. 

|  This  is  all  I  can  offer  for  appreciation  about  the  Concentration 
Camp . 

Dili,  3rd  July  194&.  /s/  C,  J.  oequeira. 
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Sworn  before  me  this  third  day 

•f  July,  nineteen  hundred  end  forty-six. 


H.  fV.s 

Captain,  N.E.I.  Amy 


